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The Writing School has been 
helping aspiring writers 
accomplish their goals for over 
twenty years. You don’t have to be 
the next J.K. Rowling to produce 
publishable work: all you need is 
the passion and drive to develop 
your ideas and market them 
effectively. We’ll guide you through 
the process every step of  the way. 

With the help of  The Writing School 
you too can achieve success doing 
what you love the most.
Writing is probably something 
you have done your entire life – 
perhaps you keep a daily journal, 
or write short stories in your spare 
time. It’s an intensely personal 
experience through which you 
can express your inner thoughts 
and dreams. Whether you do it for 

pleasure or profit, writing is one of  
the most fulfilling activities you can 
undertake. 

The School’s approach is unique 
and truly personal. With our home 
study programme, you will work 
through the course material at 
your own pace. You will work with 
your own tutor – a professional in 
the field who will provide you with 
personal attention and guidance. 

We’ll show you how to produce 
marketable pieces that are suitable 
for publication. Whether you 
enjoy writing feature articles for 
magazines or stories for children, 
we can give you the skills to turn 
your dreams into reality.

The Writing School  
– Course Guide

Congratulations on taking the first step towards fulfilling 
your dream of  becoming a published writer.



Key Benefits

 The quality of  our tutor support 
is second to none. Our tutors will 
not simply wait for you to contact 
them but will contact you on a 
regular basis to offer advice and 
encouragement every step of   
the way.

 You can work through the course 
at your own pace, in your own 
time from the comfort of  your own 
home. But wherever you study the 
course, you will always have the 
support of  your Personal Tutor and 
your Student Adviser.

 We offer a FULL money back 
guarantee. We are so confident 
that your earnings from your 
writing will more than cover the 
course fee that we will refund all 
of  your fees if  this is not the case. 
So what have you got to lose?

 We’ve even made the process 
easier from a financial point of  view 
by enabling you to spread the cost 
of  the course. You can pay a small 
deposit at the start of  the course 
(20%) and then pay the rest of  the 
course fee in eight instalments. 
Your Student Adviser will guide you 
through the various options.

 Every lesson you receive is 
packed with information and 
professional pointers about the 
writing industry, giving you insider 
tips on how to tap into this huge 
market and make the most of   
your skills. 
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Why Study with  
The Writing School?
Everything at The Writing School has been designed with one 
thing in mind – to help you realise your potential as a writer.



 We’ll show you how to write by 
tapping into the resources you 
know best – your life experiences, 
hobbies, interests, and talents. 
Even if  you’ve never been 
published before, The Writing 
School course will give you the 
skills you need to succeed.

 You can assess the course 
without risk. Once you have 
enrolled on the course, your  
course materials are sent to you 
by courier. These materials include 
books, CDs and home study 
modules. After you have received 
the materials, you have seven days 
to review them before you make a 
commitment. We encourage you to 
read through the materials carefully 
to see if  the course is suitable for 
you. If  for any reason you decide 
not to proceed, simply return the 
materials to us by registered post 
and your fees will be immediately 
refunded. No questions asked. 

 At The Writing School, not only 
do we teach you to improve and 
develop your writing skills, we also 
show you how to market them 
effectively. Most of  our students 
begin earning money for their 
work before they complete the 
course. You’ll learn everything you 
need to know about selling your 
work – from pitching an idea to a 
magazine, to proposing a novel to 
a publisher. 
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“It’s been an adventure. One 
that I strongly recommend 
to anyone dreaming of 
writing either for fun or 

money. I’ve enjoyed every minute of my 
two-year writing odyssey. Thank you.”
	
Lynn Carroll
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How does The Writing School work?
You’ll find that support from The Writing School starts from the 
moment you contact us. Our approach has five key components.

Your Student Adviser

When you first contact The Writing School 
you will be assigned a Student Adviser who 
is there to help you gain the most from the 
course and ensure it runs smoothly. They 
will also advise you on which is the most 
appropriate course to take depending on your 
ambitions as a writer.

As your first written assignment, you will be 
asked to complete a Personal Profile including 
information about your experiences, goals 
as a writer, what you hope to gain from the 
course, and any other information you wish to 
share. Based on this information, your Student 
Adviser will match you up with a Personal 
Tutor who is best suited to your personality 
and goals. Your tutor will serve as your mentor 
throughout the course, providing you with the 

individual attention and guidance you need to 
succeed as a writer.

Student Advisers are available all day on a 
Freephone number to help and advise you 
with any aspect of  the course. We know that 
writing can be a lonely experience at times but 
your Student Adviser is always just a phone 
call away.

Simply pick up the phone and dial  
0800 0111 446.

Your Study Pack

When we send you your Study Pack you 
will have everything you need in order to 
start studying right away. Each of  our Study 
Packs has been written by published writers 
and is packed with practical tips and inside 
information on the writing world.

Your Personal Tutor

Shortly after enrolling your Personal Tutor will 
contact you. Think of  your tutor as your personal 
writing coach. All of  our tutors have been 
selected, not only because they are published 
writers and therefore know from experience 
how the writing world works, but also for their 
understanding of  the needs of  adult learners. 
One of  our tutors was also J. K. Rowling’s English 
teacher at secondary school! Your Personal 
Tutor will be on hand throughout the course to 
act as your writing mentor - whether it’s help with 
developing a minor character, devising a gripping 
plotline or devising an attention-grabbing 
headline for your latest magazine piece.

Having a mentor is an invaluable source 
of  support and guidance when you’re first 
starting out as a writer.  As you get to know 
each other better, your tutor will be able to 
adapt the course to suit your needs.  
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This one-on-one relationship will strengthen 
your skills as you progress, helping you 
develop a solid, professional approach 
to writing for profit. Throughout your 
course, you’ll work together with your tutor, 
forming a strong partnership, exchanging 
ideas through assignments, telephone 
conversations, and e-mail.

Tutor-marked Assignments

All Writing School courses include Tutor-
marked assignments (TMAs) at various points 
in the course. When you have completed your 
TMA you send it to your Personal Tutor for 
feedback and advice. The purpose of  these 
assignments is to help you and your tutor 
assess your progress, to practise the skills you 
have learned and to produce potential pieces 
for publication. You will work through your 
assignments one unit at a time in the comfort 
of  your own home and at your own pace. You 
then submit them to your Personal Tutor either 
by regular mail, or through The Writing School’s 
Virtual Classroom. Your tutor will review each 

piece and send back expert analysis and 
marketing advice. You’ll build confidence in 
your abilities as they improve with every unit 
you complete.  Even at this stage you may 
be submitting pieces for publication. Lots of  
students experience publishing success as 
early as their first assignment.

By the end of  the course, you will have an 
impressive portfolio of  publishable work.

The Virtual Classroom

The Virtual Classroom has been designed to 
add another dimension to your study with The 
Writing School and will enable you to:

 �Submit assignments to your tutor at the 
touch of  a button

 Take part in discussion forums

 �Access your course material from anywhere 
with a connection to the Internet.
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You’ll really enjoy the experience

Writing is extremely pleasurable when you have a 
thorough grounding in technique. Our courses really 
help you to hone your skills. You’ll learn professional 
techniques in a simple step-by-step approach.

You’ll develop professional skills

You become a successful writer when you learn 
professional methods. Our lessons take you easily 
and thoroughly through the fundamentals. In each 
area, we’ll explain the special techniques used by 
experts in the field and we’ll help you to understand 
the specific needs of  publications.

You’ll learn how to market your work

We’ll show you how to approach publishers with 
your work and which editors to try. Your tutor will 
provide you with insider information on all aspects 
of  marketing your finished product.

You are protected by our no-risk 
guarantee

�You can review the course materials in the comfort 
of  your own home for seven days. If  for any reason 
you feel that the course is not for you, simply return 
it for a full refund – no questions asked.

You can work at your own pace

�You’re not obliged to follow anyone’s schedule but 
your own. Our comprehensive website is equipped 
with all the tools you need. Your course is entirely 
portable, allowing you to work in any environment – 
any time you want, anywhere you choose.

Five Reasons 
to Enrol



The Writing School offers six main courses 
to choose from. Each one caters for 
different writing needs and ambitions. 
Perhaps you have always dreamed of  
having a paperback novel published or 
maybe you would like to try your hand as a 
children’s writer. 

No matter what goal you have in mind, we 
can help you achieve it.  

The Writing School 
Courses
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The Comprehensive Course has 
one main difference from the 
others – variety. This course will 
give you a taste of  everything, 
from articles and short stories, to 
romance and writing for children. 

It will even go beyond the printed 
page and show you how to tackle 
radio, television, and theatre. With 
each lesson covering an exciting 
new topic, you’ll explore new 
genres and opportunities with the 
course material and assignments.

Although the course covers 
several topics rather than 
focusing on just one, you still 
receive in-depth training.  At 
The Writing School, we believe 
in flexibility. The curriculum is 

never set in stone – the work you 
do is tailored to suit your needs. 
You and your tutor will work 
through the lessons together and 
decide where your strengths and 
interests lie. If  you find yourself  
enjoying one topic more than the 

others, you are welcome to spend 
more time exploring that field. 
This course is one of  the most 
effective ways to jump start your 
writing career. You’ll be surprised 
how quickly you will see your 
name in print!

If  you’re not quite sure which genre of  writing interests you the most, 
then the Comprehensive Course is a good place to start.

Creative Writing 
(Comprehensive Course)
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Topics

1. Identifying your Market Niche 

2. Grabbing the Editor’s Attention

3. Short Stories that Sell

4. Developing Unique Characters

5. Writing for Children

6. Romance Writing

7. Technical Writing

8. Speciality Writing

9. Writing Humour

10. A Novel Approach

11. Biography/Poetry

12. Writing for Television

13. Writing for Radio

14. Writing for Theatre

15. Writer’s First-Aid Kit

“Your wonderful 
Comprehensive 
Course is 
very well 

planned and organized 
so as to guide the student 
toward the ultimate goals 
of becoming an excellent 
writer, and getting 
successfully published.”
	
Dianne W.
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Children’s literature is one of  
the most enjoyable forms of  
writing. It allows you to tap 
into a magical world filled 
with adventurous plots and 
whimsical characters.

Writing for Children

Most of  us have fond memories of  the 
books we used to read when we were 
younger. The stories we read awakened our 
imaginations, encouraging us to expand 
our minds and learn more about the world 
around us. 

The demand for good children’s writers 
is growing steadily, and we can show you 
how to make a name in this market. Our 
course shows you how to make the most 
of  your talent, interests, and childhood 
memories and turn them into marketable 
stories for young readers. You’ll also learn 
how to approach the growing fields of  radio, 
theatre and television for young audiences. 



learn to be a successful writer     13

Topics

1. Marketing your Ideas

2. Creating Memorable Characters

3. Plot Development

4. Tailoring Dialogue to Children

5. Making your Reader Laugh

6. Educational Writing

7. Working with Words and Pictures

8. Tales of  Horror

9. Suspense and Mystery

10. Children’s Radio and Television

11. Selling your Work

12. Handling Ethical Issues

13. Interacting with Publishers

14. The Editing Process

15. Children’s Writer’s First-Aid Kit
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Many people are intimidated 
and overwhelmed by the idea 
of  writing an entire novel on 
their own. Our novel writing 
course breaks down the 
process and makes it much 
easier to tackle.

Novel Writing

We’ll teach you the basic techniques of  
good writing, how to structure your writing, 
how to choose and use language to the 
best possible effect and how to capture and 
hold your reader’s interest.

With the help of  your tutor, you’ll create 
intriguing plots, bring in conflict, and craft 
an effective ending. We’ll also teach you 
how to build major and minor characters 
who are interesting and dynamic. By writing 
a few pages a week, you’ll quickly finish 
your first novel.

“I am delighted with 
The Writing School! All 
the people involved 
are supportive, 

course materials are superb and 
my tutor responds to each of my 
assignments with professional 
insight and advice. I have just 
sold a feature article. The money 
was great and the personal 
gratification tremendous. The 
Writing School has turned my 
dreams into reality.”
	
Lorraine Thompson
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Topics

1. Choosing a Genre

2. Plot Ideas

3. Developing your Plot Further

4. Building Sub-Plots

5. Keeping your Novel Balanced

6. Creating Characters

7. Choosing Names

8. Writing what you Know

9. Sentence Structure

10. Writing Dialogue

11. Capturing your Reader

12. Choosing your Tense

13. Checklist for Success

14. Polishing your Dialogue

15. Dissecting your Characters

16. Choosing the Right Words

17. Science Fiction and Horror

18. Comedy, Mystery, and Romance

19. Choosing a Title

20. Choosing a Publisher
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Beyond that, however, romance novels can 
be set in any time or place, can include 
a variety of  plot elements and can create 
moods ranging from the light and humorous 
to the dark and suspenseful.

Perhaps you would like to write about a 
simple romantic encounter, or would like to 
tackle a novel set in some exotic place — 
anything goes, so let your imagination soar. 
If  you’re a romantic writer at heart, there’s a 
rich and rewarding market waiting for you. 
This course will teach you all the techniques 
you need to succeed.

Romance writing is always 
exciting. All romances 
have a central love story 
and an emotionally 
satisfying ending.

Writing Romance

Topics

1. Choosing the Right Words

2. Character Development

3. Getting Inspired

4. Marketing your Ideas

5. Creating a Plot Outline

6. Developing your Plot

7. Using the Right Tools

8. Grabbing Attention

9. Writing your First Chapter

10. Maintaining Tension

11. The Editing Process

12. Choosing Names and Titles

13. Dealing with Copyright

14. Sensual Words

15. Revealing Thoughts on Paper

16. The Process of  Rewriting

17. The Role of  Research

18. Selling your Outline

19. Working with Editors

20. Presenting your Manuscript
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Succeeding in the business world takes 
much more than entrepreneurial skills. In 
order to sell your ideas, you must be able 
to express them clearly and concisely. This 
course will teach you effective business 
communications — from writing memos to 
preparing successful presentations.  We’ll 
help you impress your colleagues and work 
your way to the top!

Writing for 
Business

Topics

1. About your Course

2. Your Personal Profile

3. Writing Effectively

4. Language Structure

5. Revision

6. The Memo

7. The Business Letter

8. The Report

9. The Newsletter

10. Presentations

11. Meetings

12. Manners and Stress

13. Motivation

14. Advertising Copy

15. Research

16. Technical Writing

17. Oral Presentations
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Our Family History course gives you the 
opportunity to share your unique story with 
the rest of  the world. Our easy-to-follow 
course makes it a pleasure to re-discover 
your family’s past. You’ll be able to write 
a treasured legacy for yourself, your 
children, and future generations of  your 
family. We’ll show you how to gather and 
organize material using an effective step-
by-step approach. 

Memoir Writing and 
Family History

Topics

1. Introduction

2. Starting the Writing Process

3. Developing an Outline

4. Researching Information

5. The Art of  Interviewing

6. Creating Lively Narrative

7. Writing from the Heart

8. Six Elements of  Storytelling

9. Writing Responsibly

10. Variety – the Spice of  Life

11. Personal Accomplishments

12. Editing like a Pro

13. Designing your Book

14. Reproducing your Memoir

15. The Business of  Writing



What does the course fee cover?

 Full set of  specialised course units
 �Tutor marking of  all assignments (about 15 
assignments per course)
 Audio course on compact disc
 �Six books written exclusively for our 
students:

	 – A Novelist’s Commonplace Book
	 – A Novel Approach
	 – How to Write for Cash
	 – Writing for Love and Money
	 – How to Write Fiction for Cash
	 – Writing, and Selling Articles
 �Instructional videos on DVD or compact disc.

What is not covered?

 Any additional textbooks
 Delivery outside the UK mainland

Money back guarantee

If  you decide to take one of  the 
comprehensive, romance or writing for 
children courses, you will be backed by a 
unique guarantee. If  you have not been able 
to cover the full fees in published earnings by 
the time you have completed the assignments 
for one of  these courses, we will refund all the 
fees you have paid. It’s as simple as that.

Cancellation

You may cancel all or part of  your Writing 
School course at any time before you receive 
your course materials and you will receive a 
FULL REFUND of  all amounts paid. During 
the first seven days after receiving your 
course materials, you may cancel your course 
in writing and return the materials to The 
Writing School at your own expense. Provided 
we receive the course materials in good 
condition within the next 21 days, you will 
receive a FULL REFUND of  all amounts paid.
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General Information
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Tel: 0870 789 0800
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